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NEW HAMPSHIRE SOCCER ASSOCIATION FALL STATE TOURNAMENT

2009-RULES AND REGULATIONS

New Hampshire Soccer Association will decide on an affiliated organization to host the fall event with state boundaries.

TEAM ENTRY

All players and teams participating in the Fall State Tournament event must be registered with a league within the boundaries of New Hampshire.

FALL STATE TOURNAMENT PROCEDURES

1.
All teams participating in the event will present a state roster and appropriate player status forms, if necessary. 
Failure to present proper team documentation could result in a forfeit of the match. NO guest players will be allowed, only players listed on state stamped and approved league roster.
2.
All players participating in the event will present for inspection league approved players passes (cards).  Player passes and rosters must match.  Player cards must be signed and laminated.  Players shall not be permitted to participate in the Fall State Tournament if cards do not conform to these rules.

3.
Doubled roster players will play for their primary roster team. If player (s) primary team is not in the tournament then players may play for their secondary team. A player may play for both a primary and a secondary team, as long as the two teams are NOT in the same division. Ex.: Player could play for his/her primary Select team and also play for his/her Division 1 secondary team.   No guest players will be allowed.

4.
All coaches participating in the event will present for inspection an NHSA approved coaching pass (card), of the appropriate level of play they are coaching. A Driver’s license does not substitute as a coach’s pass.  Only approved coaches will be allowed on the team side of the pitch. All coaches must be listed on the roster. No team shall participate in a match without either a coach or assistant coach present on the team side of the pitch.

5.
Teams will carry no more than eighteen (18) players per roster.


U12 (8v8) shall carry no more than fourteen (14) players per roster.
6.
All event matches shall begin with an International walk-on.  All team members will participate in the walk-on.

SCHEDULING MATCHES AND ASSIGNING REFEREES

The Fall State Tournament committee shall schedule all matches.  All matches will be played only at the approved field.  The Fall State Tournament committee shall resolve any conflicts concerning the scheduling of matches.  No protest or appeal may be raised concerning the scheduling and all decisions will be final.

The State Youth Referee Administrator (SYRA) shall assign all referees, assistant referees and assessors to all matches.

COMPETITION FORMAT

1. This competition shall be a single elimination format.

2. The event staff will supply the game ball.  The referee has the responsibility to measure the game ball prior to the match and ensure it meets requirements.  Once the match begins, protest cannot be lodged because of an illegal ball.

3. Teams not ready for play at the scheduled start time of any match shall be granted a ten-minute grace period.  A minimum of seven players constitutes a team ready for play.  Any team not ready to play after this ten-minute grace period has expired shall forfeit the match.

4. The visiting team shall have the choice of jersey colors.  If in the opinion of the referee there is a color conflict, the home team shall change jerseys.

5. Teams and team officials shall be on one sideline while parents and spectators shall be on the opposite sideline.  Spectators will not be allowed on the team side of the pitch.  Spectators will not be allowed to observe the match from the goal side of the pitch.  Spectators will be the responsibility of the team’s head coach.  Official may stop the match until such time as spectators comply with the rules.  State Tournament officials shall be permitted on the team sideline.

6. The referee is responsible for completion of the referee report form and for its submission to the Tournament staff.  Each coach has the responsibility and right to verify the score with the referee at the conclusion of the match.  The referee shall not be responsible to ensure coaches verify the score.  The Referee Report form shall constitute the official record of the match.

7. Each player shall wear an official uniform with a unique number on the back of the jersey.  Duplicate numbers are not permitted. Numbered goalie jerseys are optional

8. The wearing of shin pads shall be mandatory for all players.  A player shall not be allowed to play without wearing them at all times during the match.  Equipment specified in the FIFA laws is also mandatory.

9. The team, coach(s), shall check in at the official tent 45 minutes prior to start of the match.  Players need to have card in hand and be lined up alphabetical prior to check-in.  Coach(s) with pass and roster to be presented at check-in.  The roster and passes will remain in the possession of the tournament officials for the duration of the match.  It is the responsibility of the coach(s) to pick up passes before leaving the field.

10. Length of Matches, Overtime Periods, Ball Requirements

Age
Match Length
Overtime(golden goal)      Ball Size
Circumference
Weight

U14
Two 35’ halves.        One 10’ half.

    #5
                27-28”
         14-16 oz.

U13
Two 35’ halves   
     One 10’ half

    #5
                27-28”
         14-16 oz.

U12
Two 30’ halves         One 10’ half
   
    #4
                25-26”
         11-13 oz.

U12(8v8)Two 30’ halves
     One 10’ half

   # 4                      25-26”
         11-13 oz.








To determine which of the two teams in a drawn match after overtime periods shall be declared the winner, shall be made only by the taking of kicks from the penalty mark.  Should weather, darkness or any other reason preclude the continuation of the taking of kicks from the penalty mark, the kicks will be suspended until such time as the teams may resume.  The tournament chairperson shall establish the date, time, and place.  This method of determination shall not be subject to a protest or appeal.

A drawn match after both overtime periods is a finished match and shall not be replayed under any circumstances.

EJECTIONS

1. If a player is ejected from any match, the player’s pass, team roster and referee’s report of the incident shall be submitted to the event staff.  The minimum penalty for an ejection is that a player shall not be permitted to play in the next immediate state match for that player.  Involvement by an ejected coach will be eliminated from further Fall State Tournament competition even if it involves a different team. 

2. If a coach is ejected from any match, the coach’s pass, team roster and referee’s report of the incident shall be submitted to the event staff.  The minimum penalty for an ejection is that the coach shall not be permitted to participate in the next immediate state match for that coach.  Involvement by an ejected coach will be eliminated from further Fall State Tournament competition even if it involves a different team.

3. The event chairperson shall notify the SYRA of a player or coach’s ineligibility who shall in turn notify the assigned referee for the player or coach’s next immediate match.

RULES OF PLAY
1. Except as otherwise provided herein, the rules of USYS and the FIFA laws shall apply.

2. Substitutions shall be unlimited for all age groups.  There shall be re-entry for all groups. If both teams have substitutes at the center line, both teams’ substitutes may enter the field of play on either teams throw in.  Substitutions may be made, only with the consent of the referee.  Substitutions shall be entered and exited only at the centerline.  Field player must exit field before substitution takes place.

PROTESTS

1. The protest must be communicated to the referee and opposing coach prior to leaving the game site.  The event chairperson reserves the right of interpretation and application for any matter addressed herein or to set policy for competition not specifically addressed herein.

2. Protests relating to grounds, goal posts, bars or other appurtenances of the game shall not be entertained if the referee has approved them.  Judgment decisions of the referee are not subject to protest.

3. The event chairperson shall resolve all protests.  Any and all decisions rendered by the event chairperson shall be final not subject to protest or appeal.

COLD WEATHER POLICY


      Knit hats and gloves: these items are not part of the normal uniform. Due to cold weather

                    conditions, it shall be permissible to wear these items. Hats and gloves shall have no metal or

                    plastic components (zippers, clips, snaps, etc.), or any unyielding surface, which can harm 

                    another player. 


      Long pants or leggings: will not be allowed. However long sleeve shirt or sweatshirt will be 

                    allowed underneath the uniform jersey.

                    Hooded sweatshirts will NOT be allowed

Tournament Reminders:

All coaches participating in the event, will present for inspection, an NHSA approved coaching pass (card). DRIVER’S LICENSE WILLL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE AS A COACH’S PASS! Only approved coaches will be allowed on the team side of the pitch. Coaches need to be listed on the league roster. No team shall participate in a match without either a coach or assistant coach present on the team side of the pitch. 

Teams need to check in no later than 45 minutes prior to start of game. Teams should be dressed for play. Coaches shall have roster and passes in hand.

NOTE:  NO DOGS ALLOWED AT STATE TOURNAMENTS AND THE FIELD COMPLEX

Please make sure your teams and spectators are aware of this policy.
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